
High-risk

Major Flooding  
Very intense rainfall which can cause major flooding is less likely 
to occur than minor flooding. When it does occur, large amounts 
of runoff can rapidly accumulate and overwhelm urban drainage 
systems (like pits and pipes) or cause channels and creeks to 
break their banks. 

This type of flooding can be very fast moving and reach areas 
which may have not previously flooded. Major flooding can pose 
significant risk to life and property where development and associated 
stormwater infrastructure was designed to older standards and 
methods.

During major flooding, the community may see or experience:

• Flooded buildings.
• Very fast-moving water along overland flow paths, towards creeks.
• Water flowing within the full road corridor.
• Water rapidly flowing in channels and creeks.
• Water breaking out of channels and creeks.

Major flooding may result in high-risk flooding of buildings (sheds and 
houses), parked cars and highly hazardous flow (deep, fast moving 
water) in channels and creeks.
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Minor & Major Flooding

Size and Frequency of Floods 
The size and frequency of flooding can vary as a result of several 
factors:

• The duration and intensity (heaviness) of rainfall. This is 
generally the biggest factor driving the severity of flooding.

• Ground conditions, whether it is dry or already saturated. 
• The number of impervious surfaces (e.g. roads, concrete, 

rooftops).
• Any blockages within the urban drainage system or overland 

flow paths.
• Land characteristics.

Minor Flooding
Minor (gentle) rainfall events can still cause flooding to areas 
such as  road corridors, backyards, channels and creeks. 
However, minor and more frequent rain is less likely to pose a 
risk to life and property. 

During minor flooding, the community may see or experience:

• Ponded or slow-moving water in backyards or open areas 
(such as parks or fields).

• Water flowing along overland flow paths.
• Water passing along kerb and channel. 
• Water flowing through channels and creeks.

Minor flooding may result in low-risk flooding of minor 
structures (such as garden sheds, carports etc.) or under 
high-set houses. 

Council’s Role  
To manage the risks and impacts of flooding Council 
currently: 

• maintains an extensive stormwater drainage 
network to manage minor flooding and allow 
urban development.

• regulates new development through the 
Bundaberg Regional Council Planning Scheme 
2015.

• manages community requests in relation to 
stormwater flooding and drainage.

• undertakes flood mitigation projects aimed at 
reducing the risk associated with stormwater 
drainage.

General Advice  
Personal Safety 
• Never drive through or enter flood water. Unlike 

Burnett River floods, overland flooding will generally 
subside within a matter of hours.

• Secure pets and other animals away from low-lying 
areas, channels and creeks. Overland flooding can 
occur during storms, which may frighten pets and 
trigger unexpected behaviour.

• If possible, prevent water from ponding for more 
than 5-days to discourage mosquito breeding within 
private land.

Possessions and Property
• Avoid building sheds and other external structures 

in low-lying areas or natural depressions. If in doubt, 
refer to Council's online interactive mapping or ask 
neighbours about local flood behaviour.

• Remove rubbish and loose vegetation from overland 
flow paths.

• If safe, move parked cars away from channels and 
road edges where the kerb is high.

• Raise dangerous items (such as chemicals or electrical 
equipment) or valuable possessions above ground 
level in sheds.

Report any instance of above-floor house flooding to 
Council on 1300 883 699

This fact sheet provides information about: 
• Size and Frequency of Floods
• Council’s Role
• General Advice
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