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Isis Tamarind
Alectryon ramiflorus

The Isis Tamarind (Alectryon ramiflorus) is 
one of the most endangered trees in the world 
and is only found in the wild near Bundaberg, 
Queensland, Australia.

Pronunciation Eye-sis Tam-ah-rin-d

Size Up to 16 metres

Location Found in vine forest, dry   
 rainforest and Isis scrub

Soil Not restricted to a soil type but  
 prefers sites with relatively   
 fertile soil

Care Prefers forest floor litter and  
 minimal disturbance

Use Not sold as a garden plant –  
 species is endangered

Family Sapindaceae

Where can the Isis Tamarind be found?
To help protect the main population of 37 
plants, the Queensland State Government 
created the Zillmann Scientific Area within 
the Cordalba Forest Reserve near Childers, 
Queensland. Four smaller populations of 
between one to three plants exist on the 
roadside and riverine remnants near Childers. 
The total wild population was counted as 69 in 
late 1999. In 2007 a population of the trees was 
discovered on private land near Cordalba.

Why is the 
Isis Tamarind 
endangered?
Much of the original Isis scrub where 
the species used to grow has been cleared 
for agriculture. 

In addition, the species has low rates of natural 
regeneration and has suffered from fires, 
drought and pest plants. 

Who is looking after them?
The Federal Government has created a 
National Recovery Plan for the Isis Tamarind to 
work towards moving it from an endangered to 
vulnerable status.

The Bundaberg Botanic Gardens exists to 
preserve a wide range of plant species from 
across the globe including those that are 
endangered.  The Gardens have planted three 
specimens and continue to monitor their 
health and seed production. 

These specimens could be used to help 
towards re-populating this species should they 
be lost in the wild to fires, disease or further 
clearing of their habitat.

Endangered
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Where can I see the Isis Tamarind in 
the Botanic Gardens?
One is located in the Friendship Grove and has 
a plant label. Another is located at the Mt Perry 
entrance into the Gardens, we suggest that 
you park your car to then safely access the tree 
which is located on the inside of the left-hand 
gate. The third specimen is just before the exit 
to Thornhill Street on the left-hand side of the 
road, opposite Fairymead House.

Is the Isis Tamarind an actual 
Tamarind?
No. The Isis Tamarind belongs to a family called 
Sapindaceae also known as the soapberry 
family. This group of plants includes the maple, 
horse chestnut and lychees. The Tamarind 
is a tree from tropical Africa from the family 
Fabaceae, whose fruit can be used in a 
variety of ways including as a paste to flavour 
chutneys and curries.

What kind of tree is the Isis Tamarind?
The Isis Tamarind is a rainforest species. It can 
grow up to 16 metres and prefers vine forest, 
growing on hillslopes and gullies with gravelly 
sandy clay soil.

Unusual features
Leaves
As a young tree the Isis Tamarind has fern 
like leaves, but after 5 or 6 years as the 
tree begins to mature the leaves change 
shape, this is known as being polymorphic.                                        

Each of the leaves themselves are what is 
known in botanical terms as a compound leaf, 
that is each leaf is made up of smaller leaves.

Flowers
Another unusual feature is that this species 
produces either male or female flowers. The 
flowers which are between 3 – 3.5mm in 
diameter, are pale green and have no petals. 
Male trees normally flower in December while 
the female trees flower in January.

What does Alectryon ramiflorus 
mean?
The scientific name of a plant is an 
international language that helps identify the 
correct species. 

These names often have interesting clues as to 
why a plant is named. 

Alectryon comes from the Greek word for 
‘rooster’ referring to the comb that roosters 
have. In the case of the Isis Tamarind seed, it 
has an extra seed covering to protect it called 
an aril which is red and resembles a rooster’s 
comb. 

Ramiflorus is a Latin word meaning that this 
plant has flowers and fruit that grow directly 
from the branch of the tree. The green fruit, 
which is around 5 – 9mm in diameter, takes 
around 3 months to ripen and contains brown 
seeds. The red you can see are ‘arils’, these are 
protective coverings for the seeds
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How can you help?
Lantana, Mother of Millions and Asparagus Fern 
are all weeds that can often be found growing 
in the same environments as Isis Tamarinds.

These weed species reproduce very quickly 
taking up space where the Isis Tamarind could 
be growing. 

Lantana is also able to release chemicals into 
the soil stopping other plants such as the Isis 
Tamarind from being able to grow. 

If you see these weeds in your garden remove 
them to help stop them spreading and report 
pest plant infestations to Bundaberg Regional 
Council on 1300 883 699.

Something for the junior botanists!
Touch the trunk of the tree it may not feel how you think it will feel!

We often spot birds and ants in these trees, what can you see?

Look down at the base of the tree, can you find leaves from the tree, fungi or other plants 
growing here?

Male trees flower in December and females in January. If it’s the right time of year search 
for the flowers. Are they big or small? Are bees or beetles visiting them?

Eric Zillmann lived in the Wallaville district in the early 1900’s. A plumber by 
trade and naturalist at heart he came across the Isis Tamarind in the late 
1980’s which at the time was an undescribed species. Eric is credited with 
discovering this species and the Scientific Reserve is named in his honour. 


